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One Book Text: José Angel N.'s lllegal: Reflections of an Undocumented Immigrant
(available in the Library or MVCC Bookstore)

José Angel N. courageously shares his world even though he cannot share his full name. His story takes
us through wretched tunnels on the Mexico/U.S. border, to the back rooms of restaurants, to basic
reading and math courses at Moraine Valley, and to corporate America. But mostly, his story takes us on
an up close and personal exploration of the emotional turmoil and contradictions involved with living as
an undocumented immigrant in the United States. Through hard work, José Angel N. found his American

dream but is not able to fully embrace its benefits.

As a former Moraine Valley student, José Angel N.’s story hits close to home for us. He is an example of
the power of education, but also an example the difficulties presented by the economics and government
policies of both Mexico and the United States. As a trained philosopher, he is willing to take a deep dive
in the hidden meanings of a world that physically exists in America but conceptually exists in a nether

world that is not Mexican or American.

Listen to José Angel N.'s "The Jaquar's Path." a selection from the book lllegal.

Program Themes

Undocumented Immigration in the U.S.
José Angel N.’s story presents us with the complexities of undocumented immigration in the U.S. This book presents an

opportunity to discuss the realities around this hot-button topic. What are the causes and implications of undocumented

https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/OneBook.html 1/3


http://lib.morainevalley.edu/
http://www.morainevalley.edu/
http://ctl.morainevalley.edu/special-programs/democracy-commitment/
https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/Default.html
https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/LatinoAmericans.html
https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/OneBook.html
https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/EducationalResources.html
https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/Events.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERwt8WX0LzE

6/13/2016 One Book

https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/OneBook.html




6/13/2016 One Book

https://latinoamericans.apps.morainevalley.edu/OneBook.html




