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Program Themes

Religious and Political Prisoners: Saberi’s book gives voice to the countless people who are punished for no reason
except their pursuit of human rights, such as freedom of expression, assembly, and religion. Free speech is not valued
everywhere in the world, and many people have been imprisoned for their self-expression. How and why should we as
individuals and we as a country stand up for people who are persecuted for their beliefs and their exercise of
universal human rights?

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS

Modern Iran: The history and influence of Iran is felt throughout the Middle East and the world. It is a complex
society that is often misunderstood by the West. Between Two Worlds offers an opportunity to discuss and try to
understand modern Iran. Who are the Iranian people and what struggles and opportunities do they face?

{

Protesters in the Middle East: 2011 has been marked by protests across northern Africa and the Middle East.
Citizens have marched in the streets calling for change. Saberi’s book provides a glimpse at some of the people she
met in prison who have stood up to oppressive regimes. It also sheds light on what drives them to pursue values and
freedoms at great personal sacrifice. This is an opportunity to discuss the wider protests and democratic movements
across the region.

American Identity: Being an "American” means different things to different people. Saberi challenges us to think
differently about identity, heritage, and history. What does it mean when we say we are American, and who gets to
decide?

Journalism Today: The news business is in a tumultuous state of flux. Old media empires are crumbling and citizens
are increasingly reporting on their own communities. Throughout her captivity, Saberi remained committed to the
journalistic ethic of witnessing and reporting the truth. She also appreciated the power of the media in bringing
attention to her imprisonment, as well as to the plights of others who could not speak out for themselves. Her account
reminds us of the value of professional journalists trained to share with the world stories about people and events.
What is the future of journalism and how can we ensure that journalistic values are upheld?

Religious Freedom and Self: The ability to practice or not practice a religious faith or spiritual belief system is at the
core of self. Our belief systems make us who we are. How do these belief systems intertwine with our experiences to
make us who we are?

The Women’s Movement and The Middle East: The role of women in Middle Eastern societies varies greatly from
country to country across the region. Women are increasingly stepping forward to claim their rights and join the
greater push for human rights, with Iranian women such as lawyer and Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi, who have helped
to lead the way. Between Two Worlds asks us to consider the complicated role that women play in Iranian and Middle
Eastern society. How do most Westerners view women in the Middle East, and how do women'’s rights in that part of
the world affect us? What view does Between Two Worlds give us? What accounts for the differences in how women
are treated within different countries?

Espionage and the U.S. Role in Our World: Iran and the United States have an entangled history of espionage
stretching back to the middle of the 20th century. Today, we often hear about Iran’s accusations that countries such
as the United States are trying to foment change and overthrow Iran’s regime. Where do we learn about this history,
and from what perspectives should we view it?

Prison Literature: The use of prison and detention in literature relating real-life accounts and as a rhetorical device
stretches back to the ancient world. Between Two Worlds is a book that not only describes the struggles of
contemporary Iran and our modern world but also joins a wide range of writings about imprisonment. Notable works
include classics such as Plato’s Crito (circa 400 BC), Boethius's Consolation of Philosophy (524), Dumas’ The Count of
Monte Cristo (1844), Martin Luther King Jr's Letter from A Birmingham Jail (1963), Norman Mailer’s The Executioner’s
Song (1980), Nelson Mandela’s The Struggle is My Life (1990), Stephen King’s The Green Mile (2000).

Articles, Websites and Books

Human Rights (Including Political Prisoners)



http://www.morainevalley.edu/
http://www.palosfinearts.com/

Websites:

e Human Rights Watch organization
e United States Government — human rights
o Amnesty International

e Human Rights First

Articles from Databases (Moraine Valley Community College ID needed from off campus):

e “Women’s Rights in the Middle East” from Contemporary Readings in Law & Social Justice

w "

e “Islamic “Purse Strings” The Key to the Amelioration of Women'’s Legal Rights in the Middle East” from the Air
Force Law Review

e “Leader of the Lebanese Forces (LF) Movement” from the Middle East Intelligence Bulletin

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection):

e Human Rights by Jacqueline Langwith
e Islam and Human Rights: tradition and politics by Ann Elizabeth Mayer

American Identity

Websites:

e “The Colonial Origins of American Identity” from Foreign Policy Research Institute
e “American Experience — America 1900” from PBS

Articles from Databases (MVCC ID Needed from Off Campus):

e “Defining American Identity in the twenty-first century: How much ‘there’ is there?” from the Journal of Politics
e “American Patriotism, National Identity, and Political Involvement” from the American Journal of Political
Science

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection):

e The Audacity of Hope: thoughts of reclaiming the American Dream by Barack Obama
o Who are we?: the challenges to America's national identity by Samuel P. Huntington

The Women’s Movement and the Middle East

Websites:

e “Women in Islamic Movements”
e "lLocked Away"
e "Looking Beyond the Veil"

Articles from Databases (Moraine Valley Community College ID needed from off campus):

e “Fundamental Misunderstandings: Issues in feminist approaches to Islamism” from the Journal of Women's
History
e Gender and Civil Society in the Middle East from the International Feminist Journal of Politics

e “Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah: Muslim Cleric and Islamic Feminist” from the Journal of Alternative
Perspectives in the Social Sciences

Journalism Ethics

Websites:
e Society of Professional Journalists
o Knight Digital Media Center
Articles from Databases (Moraine Valley Community College ID needed from off campus):
e ‘“Internet Journalism and Journalist Ethics: Working Conditions and Qualifications of Journalists in the New

Media” from Journal of US-China Public Administration
e Journalism Standards in the Internet Age from CQ Researcher

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection):

e Moral Reasoning for Journalists by Steven Knowlton and Bill Reader
e Media Ethics by Julia Bauder

Modern Iran

Websites:


http://www.state.gov/g/drl/hr/
http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&res_dat=xri:ho-us&rft_dat=xri:ho:sup_pq_ascii:73246402:73246402::TG:11575:11575
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb258145%7CSjournalism+ethics%7CP0,2%7COrightresult%7CX1?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/2006/muslim_fashion/
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb241005%7CSnational+identity%7CP0,3%7COrightresult%7CX4?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=46815712&site=ehost-live
http://0-www.jstor.org.library.morainevalley.edu/stable/4122906
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb241991%7CShuman+rights%7CP0,2%7COrightresult%7CX5?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://0-www.jstor.org.library.morainevalley.edu/stable/4622567
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=53995222&site=ehost-live
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb258143%7CSjournalism+ethics%7CP0,1%7COrightresult%7CX1?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=31437789&site=ehost-live
http://www.amnestyusa.org/
http://www.spj.org/
http://0-library.cqpress.com.library.morainevalley.edu/cqresearcher/document.php?id=cqresrre2010100800&type=hitlist&num=1
http://www.knightdigitalmediacenter.org/
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=14847297&site=ehost-live
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/1900/
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=10182368&site=ehost-live
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb242435%7CSNational+characteristics,+American%7CP0,3%7COrightresult%7CX3?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=59542908&site=ehost-live
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb237542%7CShuman+rights%7CP0,7%7COrightresult%7CX5?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/
http://www.fpri.org/orbis/4901/mcdougall.colonialoriginsamericanidentity.pdf
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/cmec2_women_in_islam_final1.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/en/home
http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/2006/iraq_prison/

e Info on Iran from CIA
e "PBS Newshour - Governing Iran”

Articles from Databases (MVCC ID Needed from Off Campus):

w "

e “Young in Iran” from the World Policy Journal
e “Iran” from The American Historical Review
e “Iran’s Islamic Revolution in Comparative Perspective” from World Politics

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection)

e A History of Modern Iran by Ervand Abrahamian
e Modern Iran: Roots and Results of Revolution by Nikki R. Keddi

Espionage and the U.S. Role in our World

Websites:

e Center for the Study of Intelligence (from the CIA)
e National Security Agency, Public Information
Articles from Databases (Moraine Valley Community College ID needed from off campus):
e “The 35-Year War on the CIA” from Cuttent
e “Mission Impossible: The CIA and the Cult of Covert Action in the Middle East” from Diplomatic History

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection):

e Legacy of Ashes: the history of the CIA by Tim Weiner

Religious Freedom and the Self

Websites:

o “Beyond Beliefs: Religion and the Sociology of Religion in America” from Social Compass
e “STUDY GUIDE: Freedom of Religion or Belief” from the University of Minnesota, Human Rights Library

Articles from Databases (MVCC ID Needed from Off Campus):

o ‘Limitation of religious freedom to conform to the standards of an open and democratic society” from US-China
Law Review

w

e “The Pragmatics of Defining Religion in a Multi-Cultural World” from International Journal for Philosophy of
Religion

Books (from Moraine Valley library collection):

e Founding Faith: providence, politics, and the birth of religious freedom in America by Steven Waldman
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http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=48378681&site=ehost-live
http://0-www.jstor.org.library.morainevalley.edu/stable/40036067
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=14713842&site=ehost-live
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=56536116&site=ehost-live
http://www.morainevalley.edu/library
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb242948%7CSreligious+freedom%7CP0,1%7COrightresult%7CX4?lang=eng&suite=pearl%20l
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb254612%7CSUnited+States.+Central+Intelligence+Agency+--+History%7COrightresult%7CX3?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth_coverage/middle_east/iran/timeline.html
http://www.morainevalley.edu/
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb241030%7CSmodern+iran%7CP0,1%7COrightresult%7CX5?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://encore.morainevalley.edu/iii/encore/record/C%7CRb254465%7CSmodern+iran%7COrightresult%7CX5?lang=eng&suite=pearl
http://www.wfu.edu/sociology/yamane/soccomp_beliefs_article.pdf
http://0-www.jstor.org.library.morainevalley.edu/stable/2165283
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.morainevalley.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=53445708&site=ehost-live
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html
http://www.nsa.gov/public_info/index.shtml
http://0-www.jstor.org.library.morainevalley.edu/stable/2010199
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/index.html
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/edumat/studyguides/religion.html

